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Why Independent Colleges?

Independent Graduates Have Better Post-Graduation Outcomes

Ohio Independent Colleges: The Better Path to Graduation

Percent of Bachelor’s graduates employed, enrolled in graduate school, or serving in military

Independents 90%
Publics 78%

Average starting salary for Bachelor’s degree graduates

Independents $59,464
Publics $55,182

Source: National Association of Colleges and Employers. (2020).
First Destinations for the Class of 2020: Findings and Analysis.

Better Educated Means Less Likely to be Unemployed

Average weekly unemployment rate in 2021 by educational attainment

: National Average:
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- Complete in four years
l:l Complete in six years

Average undergraduate degree and certificate
completion rates by sector for cohort entering fall 2012

60%

AICUO independents Ohio public main campuses Ohio community colleges

Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System Outcomes Measures.

More Employers Think College is Worthwhile

Employer responses on whether
a college degree is worthwhile

Definitely worth it

49%

Probably worth it

Not worth it
13% 13%
2018 2020

Source: American Association for Colleges and Universities. (2021). How College Contributes to Workforce Success.



Why Independent Colleges?

Ohio Independents Lead in Racial & Ethnic Diversity

Average percent of students from the U.S. who identify as American
Indian, Asian, Black, Latino, Pacific Islander, or multi-racial
24.3%

20.8% 20.7%

Student Aid at Independents Reaches Record High

AICUO Ohio public

Ohio community

independents main campuses colleges

Note: Analysis does not include Ohio’s two historically Black institutions, Wilberforce University and
Central State University.

Source: IPEDS Fall Enrollment 2020.

Independent institutions cover more than half of tuition on average

Average percent of tuition covered by institutional grants
and scholarships at independent colleges 559%
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Source: National Association of College & University Business Officers,
(June 2022), 2021 NACUBO Tuition Discounting Study



